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Bolt and Gay excited about
Diamond League

MONTE CARLO (Reuters)
— Jamaican triple Olympic
and world champion Usain
Bolt and main sprint rival
Tyson Gay have praised the
new Diamond League series
while declining to say where
they would clash in 2010 on
the 14-meeting series.

“It's going to be awesome, so people look out for it,”
Bolt told a dinner meeting on Saturday to launch the se-
ries, which promises more head-to-head competition.

“It's going to be good for the fans,” United States 100
meters record holder Gay told Reuters. “There’s not go-
ing to be ducking (out of meeting your top rivals). Both
sprinters plus Jamaica’s former 100 meters world record
holder Asafa Powell and six other top athletes have al-
ready committed to seven meetings in the series.

Giving new definition

to being on tour

MELBOURNE (AP) — Tiger
Woods first made his move in
the Australian Masters in the
middle of the opening round,
getting his name on the leader-
board next to a player named
“Jordan” that even some of the
local fans did not recognize.
Damien Jordan, the last player
to get into the field, was worth getting to know.

The 29-year-old rookie fulfilled one part of his dream
by making it through Q-school last year on the Austral-
asian Tour, a goal that had been put on hold when he
enlisted in the Army and served two tours in Iraq.

Djokovic edges Monfils

to win Paris thriller

PARIS (AFP) —
Djokovic of Serbia secured
back-to-back ATP titles on
Sunday by edging past battling
Frenchman Gael Monfils 6-2,
5-7, 7-6 (7/3) in a thrilling Paris
Masters final. The win was the
first for Djokovic in the Masters
Series this year following four
runner-up finishes and it will send him into the season-
ending ATP Tour World Finals in London from November

22-29 as the favorite for many.
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Nagoya — Iran volleyball team was defeated by Poland in the
FIVB Men’s World Grand Champions Cup 2009 on Sunday.

In the match held at the Nippongaishi Hall, the Poles beat
Iran 3-1 with scores of 25-23, 18-25, 28-26, 25-23.

“| think it was a good match, but in my opinion in order to
win you must believe you can win in your mind and in your
heart. Today we had this spirit and | think we could have won

Iran beaten by Poland in FIVB
World Grand Champions Cup

0-3 but we lost 3-1,” Hossein Madani said in a post match news
conference.

Iran is scheduled to play Cuba on Monday.

Defending champion Brazil leads the rankings with four vic-
tories following a 3-0 (25-21, 25-22, 25-22) win over Egypt.

The 2009 Men’s World Grand Champions Cup started in
Osaka and Nagoya, Japan, on November 18 and runs to No-
vember 23.

Novak

Iran defeats Jordan in FIBA
Asia U-16 Championship

Tehran Times Sports Desk

JOHOR BAHRU — Iran basketball team maintained its 100
percent record in the FIBA Asia U-16 Championship by beating

Jordan on Sunday.

Iran defeated the West Asian
team 70-51 in the match held at the
Bandaraya Stadium.

Iran, which has overcome Taiwan,

Iran 2nd in Asian
Junior Taekwondo
Championship

Tehran Times Sports Desk

KISH — Iran finished in the second
place in the 5th Asian Junior Taek-
wondo Championships on Sunday.
In the event played from November
20 to 22 in Kish Island, South Korea

round,
Monday.

The top two teams of the tourna-
ment will qualify for the inaugural 2010 FIBA U17 World Cham-
pionship to be played in Hamburg, Germany from July 2 to 11.

Thailand and Malaysia in the first
is to face the Philippines on

als.

won the championships bagging nine
gold, four silver and four bronze med-
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six silver and six bronze medals and Thailand finished third with
four gold, four silver and two bronze medals.

Iran came second with four gold,

SPORTS

Zidane:
Thierry Henry

is no cheat

PARIS (AP) — World Cup win-
ner Zinedine Zidane says former
France teammate Thierry Henry
“is not a cheat” despite his hand-
ball helping his country qualify
for the World Cup at Ireland’s ex-
pense. Zidane, who won the 1998
World Cup and 2000 European
Championship with Henry, said
on Saturday on French radio that
the captain “made a big on-field
error” but “is not a cheat.”

Henry’s handling set up Wil-
liam Gallas’ equalizer in Wednes-
day’s 1-1 draw that sent France to
next year’s tournament.

“Thierry Henry’s handball is
just a match fact,” Zidane told
Canal Plus television. “I'll sup-
port Henry. | think he’s not a
cheat. He acknowledged that he
handled the ball. I've known him
for 10 or 12 years and | know
that he’s not a cheat.

“'m just saying he made a
poor decision like | did, too. Eve-
rybody makes mistakes.”

The Irish appealed to the
French federation to agree to a
replay but were turned down.

Amid growing pressure for an
apology from Henry, Zidane hint-
ed that Henry has already done
enough: “In my eyes, saying that
he would be ready to replay the
match sounds like an apology.”

Zidane, who retired after be-
ing sent off for a headbutt in the
2006 World Cup final loss to
Italy, understood Ireland’s anger
but said this kind of incident was
common on a pitch.

He also suggested that Hen-
ry’s career would not be affected
by that incident despite analo-
gies made with Diego Marado-
na’s ‘Hand of God’ in Argentina’s
victory over England in the 1986
World Cup.

FL LT

T
-1
i
r-

Foreword:

In presence of president’s advisor and Kermanshah governor general,

The first National Isaar Children’s Theater Festival kicked off in Kermanshah in a ceremony
attended by Mehdi Kalhor, the president’s advisor, Majid Ghafouri, the governor general of
Kermanshah, some provincial and national senior officials as well as some artists.

The exemplary artists of this festival were honored in the mentioned ending ceremony,
which was also participated by Dehqan, the member of Majlis presiding board, Rezaii, the
deputy head of Martyrs and War Veteran Affairs Foundation, the deputy head of Dramatic Arts
Department of the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Davoud Rashidi and Akbar Abdi,
two prominent national actors, and Qotbeddin Sadeqi, a professor in the faculty of fine arts,

The festival’s panel of jurors included Ardeshir Salehpour, Rahmat Amini and Sima

Tirandacz.

The first National Isaar Children’s Theater
Festival was held in Kermanshah during No-
vember 10-15, 2009, the head of Martyrs and
War Veteran Affairs Department of Kerman-
shah province announced.

Morad Koushki added that considering
the successful presence of the theater groups
of this province in the second national Isaar
Adult's Theater Festival, the first National
Isaar Children’s Theater Festival was held in
Kermanshah attended by 12 groups from dif-
ferent provinces.

He referred to making the children and
young adults ever more acquainted with the
culture of devotion (Isaar) and martyrdom and
the values and memories of the eight-year sa-
cred defense’ martyrs as the main objective of
holding this festival.

The headquarters of this festival consisted
of five committees, the officials mentioned
adding the governorate, Culture and Islamic
Guidance Department, Education Depart-
ment, Nabi Akram Corps, the Institute for
the Intellectual Development of Children and
Young Adults, Cultural Heritage and Tourism
Department, municipality, Islamic city Council,
Foundation for Preserving and Publishing Sa-
cred Defense Values and police force of Ker-
manshah contributed to holding this festival.

Message of Fariborz Rezaii Qazikhani,

secretary of First National Isaar Children’s
Theater Festival

The culture of devotion and martyrdom
is one of the most valuable achievements of
Iranian nation over the eight-year sacred de-
fense.

Kermanshah province played some promi-
nent and special role during the eight-year war
because of its people’s devotion and dedica-
tion toward preserving the values of Islamic
Revolution.

Groups from Tehran, Markazi, Gilan, Go-
lestan, Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari, Zanjan, Isfa-

han and Kermanshah provinces participated
in this festival.

Message of Shahab Karami, deputy head of
Martyrs and War Veterans Affairs Department
of Kermanshah for research and cultural
relations affairs

Preserving the values of Islamic Revolu-
tion and sacred defense through carrying out
different cultural programs such as honoring
war veterans and disabled persons paves
the way for development of the country and
strengthening the national self-confidence.

Conducting cultural programs is the best
way for transferring the values of devotion
and martyrdom. In this due, the First National
Isaar Children’s Theater Festival was held in
Kermanshah with the aim of making children
and young adult acquainted with the culture
of martyrdom and sacred defense as well as
honoring the war veterans’ families.

This festival was held through efforts and
supports of Khamehyar, the deputy head of
Martyrs and War Veterans Affairs Department
for research and cultural relations affairs, Re-
zaii, director general of Art and Theater De-
partment, Koushki, the head of Martyrs and
War Veterans Affairs Department of Kerman-
shah, Fariborz Rezaii Qazikhani, the head
of Promotion and Publication Department of
Martyrs Foundation of Kermanshah, and the
Institute for the Intellectual Development of
Children and Young Adults.

Majid Ghafouri, governor general of
Kermanshah:
Theater is an intellectual art which affects the
society.

The Governor General of Kermanshah
stated that according to the Supreme Leader,
theater is a valuable intellectual art which af-
fects the society.

Majid Ghafouri in his message to the First
National Isaar Children’s Theater Festival
stated that the artist, whose art work depicts
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devotion, enjoy a deep indescribable feeling.

Devotion is a sacred meaning such as
courage and sacrifice in our Islamic and Ira-
nian culture, he underlined.

Holding such festival is an innovative
measure which paves the way for the next
generation to enjoy devotion and dedication
principles, he mentioned adding holding this
festival in Kermanshah, which is a land of
love, devotion and art and its people’ courage
and sacrifice was prominent during the sacred
defense, is an honor.

Mohammad Karami-Rad, representative of
Kermanshah people to parliament:
Culture of devotion should be preserved for
next generation through artworks.

The representative of Kermanshah peo-
ple to the parliament stated that the culture
of devotion should be preserved for the next
generation through art.

Mohammad Karami-Rad went on to say
“We all should try to preserve and transfer the
culture of devotion to the children and young
adults as the same way, which made our na-
tion proud during the sacred defense.”

It is an honor for Kermanshah to host the
First National Isaar Children’s Theater Festi-
val, he reiterated saying the high potentialities
of this province should be applied in terms of
transferring the culture of devotion and martyr-
dom to the next generation especially through
cultural and art activities.

By: H.Geranfar

Translated by: Mahnaz Abdi
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